


Welcome to the second season of Thistledown 2.0. I am delighted to have the 
opportunity to build on the legacy of this venerable publishing company, founded 
in 1975. 

We now have a shiny new website as well as a vibrant social media presence. We 
also have a new logo whose floating asterisks are meant to suggest the lightness 
and germinative energy of the down of a thistle. And a new slogan: Read what we 
sow. The prairie resonance is deliberate, because being a Western Canadian press 
is a huge part of who we are.

Our spring 2022 season is a bracing blend of the established and the new. Phoebe 
Tsang is an exciting new talent, and her first short story collection, Setting Fire to 
Water, showcases that talent to amazing effect. Saskatchewan poet Robert Currie 
has had a long and illustrious career, and the breadth of his quiet, closely 
observed poetics is evident in Shimmers of Light: New and Selected Poems. Finally, 
we are chuffed beyond measure to have secured a work of fiction (his first in over 
a decade!) by John Bemrose, the author of The Island Walkers. This new novel, 
The River Twice, immerses the reader in the trauma and sorrow and confusion visited 
upon one Southern Ontario family by the First World War. The characters are 
haunting and complex. It’s a novel you won’t soon forget.

JoAnn McCaig
Publisher

Thistledown Press gratefully acknowledges the financial support of The Canada Council for the 
Arts, SK Arts, and the government of Canada for its publishing program.



The River Twice 
by John Bemrose 

The River Twice, by the Giller-nominated author of the bestselling The 
Island Walkers, is a gripping new World War I novel set in the Southern 
Ontario factory town familiar to his many readers, where residents are 
reeling as the wounded return and the list of local young men who have 
been killed continues to grow.

Wounded in body and spirit, Ted Whitfield returns home from the 
trenches to his wife, Miriam, who finds him deeply altered and virtually 
unreachable. Her sister, Grace, afflicted by her own secret trauma, falls 
into an immediate and electric affinity with Ted, and soon he is telling 
her—and only her—a story from the front lines that’s as shocking as it is 
extraordinary. As the novel moves back and forth between the lush, roll-
ing landscape of southern Ontario and the devastated French countryside 
where exhausted Canadian troops are entrenched, the three characters at 
the centre of the narrative become entwined in almost unbearable tension.

Miriam and Grace’s nine-year-old brother Will, a thoughtful quiet boy 
who often sees the adults more clearly than they see themselves, is at the 
moral centre of the story. Each of Bemrose’s finely constructed characters 
strives to be as true and as honest as they can with one another, and yet are 
caught up in the evasions and deceptions that so complicate human life, 
especially during a war and its aftermath. 

The River Twice does for Canada what Pat Barker’s The Regeneration Trilogy 
did for England—focuses our collective memory on the moral injustices 
that attend any war, contemporary or historic.  John Bemrose draws read-
ers in and won’t let them go until the last page of this astonishingly lyrical 
and deeply humane novel.

Praise for Bemrose’s previous work:

“A beautiful, elegiac novel about place, family, and community. A pro-
foundly moving book.” —Guy Vanderhaeghe

“An encompassing, bountiful, beautiful novel, The Island Walkers squarely 
faces the hardest questions of life and, inevitably, gives only partial an-
swers. But what a balm it offers for our wounds.” —The Globe and Mail

“The storyline is taut, almost unbearably so at times, from the opening 
pages.” —Maclean’s

“Some sentences are perfect combinations of form and sentiment…Bem-
rose finds magic in the details.  To be won over by a novel, to have expec-
tations flipped by the inventiveness of good writing—what could be better 
than that?” —Quill and Quire
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About the Author

John Bemrose’s first novel, The Island Walkers, was a national 
bestseller, a finalist for The Giller Prize, and longlisted for 
the Man Booker Prize. He is also a well-known arts journalist 
who has published reviews and articles in The Globe and Mail, 
the National Post, and Maclean’s. His second novel, The Last 
Woman, was published in 2009. He has also published poetry 
and written a play, Mother Moon, which was produced by the 
National Arts Centre. Bemrose was born and raised in Paris, 
Ontario, a place that has inspired the settings for his fiction, 

including his latest novel, The River Twice. He lives in Toronto.



Setting Fire to Water 
by Phoebe Tsang 

Shifting restlessly from dark to light and back again, written in lithe, precise 
prose, the stories in Phoebe Tsang’s debut collection illuminate the lives of 
those who exist inside otherness.  

A young Asian woman, an artistic over-achiever turned drifter, endures a 
mind-bending night of reckoning as she struggles to find her way “home,” 
careening between flirtation and thievery, dream and memory. A reality 
TV star obsesses about the real stain that blemishes the set of her fake, 
made-for-TV life. A modern fairytale is told from the point of view of a fox 
having an argument with its enemy, hunger. A heart-broken accountant 
goes on a pilgrimage to India to get his fire back, and his attempt to attain 
mercy from the most holy of rivers fizzles like his former fiancée’s tepid 
devotion.

The seventeen stories in Setting Fire to Water unfold outside the Canadian 
mainstream, where longing—for home, for love, for artistic achievement, 
for spiritual fulfillment—is a given, and acceptance—of self, of the know-
ability of others, of the limits to knowing—is always in question. Using 
unconventional storylines and slippages in time and space, these stories 
explore the mystical possibilities inherent in contemporary life. 

From the book:

1. 
 Last September, Imogen began work on a full-scale, three-dimen-
sional replica of her rented bachelor apartment. The apartment was on 
the second floor of a seventies-style brown brick building north of campus. 
The replica was made entirely of corrugated cardboard from boxes Imogen 
lugged home from the nearby Giant Tiger and liquor store. She cut out 
and glued cardboard flaps and bent and stapled cardboard trusses. She 
painted every surface in painstaking, photographic detail with sable-hair 
brushes and acrylic paint: the gilded frame on a Cézanne poster, the floral 
print on wrinkled bedsheets, the warped reflections on the stainless-steel 
kettle.
 Her landlord threatened to evict her if she got paint on any of the 
actual furnishings, though most of them looked like they had been there 
since the building was constructed.
 Her tutor asked if she was making a postmodern comment on 
Dadaism.
 “Umm,” said Imogen, “I’m not sure if my work is really influ-
enced by anything—at least, not intentionally, anyway.”

—excerpt from the story “Model Shown Is Actual Size”
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About the Author

Phoebe Tsang is a Hong Kong-born Chinese, British, and 
Canadian poet, author, librettist, and playwright who makes 
her home in Toronto. She has published a poetry collection, 
Contents of a Mermaid’s Purse (Tightrope Books, 2009), and her 
short stories have appeared in Geist, Broken Pencil Magazine, 
Litro Magazine, Rivet Journal, Asia Literary Review, The Bombay 
Review, and other places. Her writing is informed by lyricism 
and rhythmic sense, inherited from her background as a pro-
fessional classical violinist. Setting Fire to Water is her debut 

collection of stories.



Shimmers of Light: New and Selected Poems
by Robert Currie 

Robert Currie’s Shimmers of Light: New and Selected Poems uses the 
vernacular of ordinary working people to tell stories and sing songs 
of small-town prairie life.  Like Alden Nowlan, or more recently, Billy 
Collins, this poet constructs poems from the unvarnished wood of 
common language—there’s no veneer, no glossing over here.

These poems “work like small exquisite time machines . . .” writes poet 
Lorna Crozier in her introduction to this extensive collection of work 
dating from the 1970s to the present day. Currie’s poems powerfully 
evoke the reality of prairie life, with a frequent focus on the hard exteri-
ors men and boys are expected to present to the world, despite the swarm 
of doubt and conflict roiling inside them.  The characters who populate 
these poems are subject to difficult weather, internal and external, but 
their lives are sometimes illuminated by “a sudden radiance”: a deeper 
understanding of self, a breathtaking expanse of sky, the generosity of a 
friend or lover. 

The beauty of the unflinching rhythm and cadence of the poems brings 
light to the darker corners of even the most painful times. From a fa-
ther’s tenderness in the face of his young son’s fears, to the death of 
a lifelong  friend from ALS, to earlier narrative poems about depres-
sion-era deprivation and hardship, this work is carefully crafted, deeply 
honest, and open-hearted. With a foreword by Lorna Crozier and an 

afterword by Mark Abley. 

Praise for Shimmers of Light:

“It is with boundless gratitude that I open and reopen the pages of this 
book.” —Mark Abley, award-winning author 

“Robert Currie’s poetic matchmaking is among the things I am grateful 
for when I enter again the generous, prairie-centric world of his poems, 
including the new ones in this collection, and when I revisit his poignant 
charting of the losses we must carry as we try, with the help of his words, 
to savour ‘the marvellous moment that is now.’”

—Lorna Crozier, award-winning poet and memoirist
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About the Author

Poet and fiction writer Robert Currie is a founding board 
member of the Saskatchewan Festival of Words, a former 
chairman of the Saskatchewan Writers Guild, a recipient of 
the Saskatchewan Lieutenant Governor’s Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in the Arts, and a former Saskatchewan Poet 
Laureate. His work has appeared in numerous literary mag-
azines and more than sixty anthologies. He is the author of 
twelve books, including poetry, short story collections, and a 
novel. He lives in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, where he taught 
for thirty years at Central Collegiate, winning the Joseph 
Duffy Memorial Award for excellence in teaching language 
arts. His new book, Shimmers of Light: New and Selected Poems, 

presents selections from a lifetime of writing. 



Thistledown Press — Recent Releases

The Beautiful Place
by Lee Gowan

Publication: Sep 30, 2021 
$24.95 paperback | 5.5 x 8.5 | 352 pages
ISBN 9781771872089 
FICTION / Literary

Lee Gowan’s new novel, an audacious sequel to Sinclair Ross’ prairie classic, As for Me and My House, 
is about a man who is in trouble in love and work—a darkly funny cautionary tale for our times. 

“A preposterous, pan-Canadian tale, straight-faced, that evolves into a quest for a dead man’s frozen 
head. Subtly hilarious, beautifully crafted and with lots of moving parts, this novel is fresh, original, 
and compelling.” —Ken McGoogan, award-winning author

All Is Well
by Katherine Walker

Publication: Sep 30, 2021 
$24.95 paperback | 5.5 x 8.5 | 192 pages
ISBN 9781771872157 
FICTION / Literary

Christine Wright is having a bad day. She’s an ex-special forces soldier and a 
recovering alcoholic, and now her new career as a church minister has started 
off with the worst kind of bang. Could it be her reflexes are a little too twitchy 
for this job?

Peacekeeper’s Daughter
A Middle East Memoir
by Tanya Bellehumeur-Allatt

Publication: Sep 30, 2021 
$24.95 paperback | 5.5 x 8.5 | 330 pages
ISBN 9781771872164 
BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / Personal Memoirs

The astonishing story of a French-Canadian military family stationed in Israel and Lebanon 
in 1982-1983, told from the perspective of a twelve-year-old girl. Peacekeeper’s Daughter was 
nominated for the Mavis Gallant Prize for Non-Fiction.



Thistledown Press — Recent Releases

Girl running
by Diana Hope Tegenkamp

Publication: Sep 30, 2021 
$24.95 paperback | 5.5 x 8.5 | 120 pages
ISBN 9781771872140 
POETRY / Canadian / General

This stellar debut collection by Métis poet Diana Hope Tegenkamp takes us through many 
worlds and wonders. In Girl running, find solace and outrage, grief and tenderness, bewilder-
ment and beauty, all “entangled in hope and dreaming.” The poet’s love of the natural world
is both earthy and adamantine, and her passion for literature and art is just as rich a source 
for her questioning eye.

Dear Peter, Dear Ulla
by Barbara Nickel

Publication: Oct. 15, 2021 
$16.95 paperback | 5.5 x 8.5 | 256 pages
ISBN 9781771872171 
JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Historical

Dear Peter, Dear Ulla is an imaginative and beautifully crafted historical mid-
dle-grade novel about two cousins who have never met but have become fast 
friends through an exchange of letters—until the outbreak of World War Two 
interrupts their conversation.

Only If We’re Caught
by Theressa Slind

Publication: Sep 30, 2021 
$24.95 paperback | 5.5 x 8.5 | 132 pages
ISBN 9781771872119 
FICTION / Short Stories

This sensational debut collection of short stories takes readers on a tour of the astonishment 
inside the ordinary, the quotidian. Meet the happy wunderkind inside the sad elderly lover, 
the vulnerable teenager inside the high-powered lawyer, the loving father inside the vampire. 
Vampire?



Spring 2022 UTP Specials

Frontlist Special: 50+ frontlist titles 
Discount: 45% 
Conditions: Can be used once a season, combinable 
across all Ampersand’s participating publishers.

Backlist Special: 50+ backlist titles 
Discount: 47% 
Conditions: Can be used twice a year, combinable across 
all Ampersand’s participating publishers.
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Through Pubnet: 
SAN 115 1134 

All orders from individuals must be prepaid. Visa, 
MasterCard, and international money orders are accepted. 
Cheques must be drawn on a Canadian or US bank.
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